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Open House #1 
Interim Summary   

The first public meeting for the Monterey Compatible Use 
Study (CUS) was conducted as a virtual public open house 
on the project website. This virtual open house facilitates 
public input on, and transparency for, this project. The 
online open house remains available on the website for 
additional comments and responses for the foreseeable 
future; however, this report provides an interim summary for 
the responses received from December 3, 2021, when the 
site launched, through June 15, 2022.  
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Open House Setup 
The first open house for the Monterey CUS was 
made available on the project website 
www.montereyregionalcus.com and remains 
open to the public. It allows members of the 
community to participate at any time during the 
study.  

Due to the expanse of project geography, and 
regional diversity Matrix developed four separate 
open houses for the following locations and 
languages: North County (English and Spanish) and 
South County (English and Spanish). The 
information presented was tailored to each 
geographical areas. 

 

 

 

View of the online Open House 

Each of the open houses had the following virtual 
features: 

Sign-in table: this is the first item participants 
encounter upon entering the open house. The table 
was set up to capture background information from 
participants, and included the following: 

 Sign-in form 

 Comment form 

 Map to identify where participants live 

 Help button 

 Short video to explain how to navigate the open 
house 

 Factsheet #1: Project Overview 
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Community Questionnaire: this questionnaire 
includes questions to determine the community’s 
perceptions on military impact to the region. 

Informational boards: provide an overview of the 
CUS process. Each board is available for viewing 
with an option to download the document. The 
boards include: 

 Project Study Area: a map of the Monterey 
Bay and Central Coast project study areas 
respectively, and the associated local 
governments and military installations that are 
project partners in these study areas. This 
board also includes an interactive map feature 
in which participants can identify any military 
compatibility issues in their community.  

 Project Overview: describes the timeline for 
the project, why the CUS is important, and how 
members of the community can stay involved 
throughout the process. 

View of the informational boards 

 Compatibility Factors: provides an overview 
of compatibility factors, or topics, being 
evaluated and addressed as part of the CUS. 

 Importance of Military Installations: provides 
an overview of the missions and operations of 
each military installation within the respective 
region and its contribution to national security. 

 Economic Importance of Regional Military 
Installations: highlights the economic benefits 
that military installations have on the Monterey 
Bay and Central Coast regions respectively. 

 Community Profile: provides population, 
housing, and economic information for each 
project study area respectively.  
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Open House Results 
The following is a summary of the input received to 
date for the interactive exercises from the open 
house. These exercises included: sign-in form, 
comment form, map to identify where participants 
live, IDPlaces, and the community questionnaire. 
The comments and concerns will be validated 
throughout the CUS process and will be 
addressed in the CUS if appropriate.  

Sign-in   
When participants first joined the open house, they 
had an opportunity to sign in. While not required, 
some participants volunteered to sign in and 
included their name and email address for future 
project updates. Twelve individuals signed into the 
open house; yet the open houses were viewed 130 
times. 

Where do you Live? 
Participants were able to identify where they live in 
the region. Geographical locations disclosed in the 
Monterey Bay area included: Seaside, Salinas, 
Monterey, Carmel, San Juan Bautista, and 
unincorporated Monterey County. Geographical 
locations disclosed in the Central Coast regional 
included: Lockwood and other places in San Luis 
Obispo County. 

Comment Form 
There were no responses left in the comment form 
during this reporting period.  

Community Questionnaire 
The online community questionnaire includes 
questions to gauge the community’s perception of 
military impacts on the community. The questions 
were tailored for the Monterey Bay and Central 
Coast regions respectively.  

Monterey Bay Questionnaire Responses  
The following are the results from 11 responses to 
the questionnaire.  

Those who filled out the Monterey Bay questionnaire 
lived in Monterey, Pacific Grove, or another place in 
Monterey County.  

 
Questionnaire responses for where participants live in the 
Monterey Bay area. 

43% have lived in the region for 1-5 years, 29% have 
lived in the region for 11-15 years, 14% have lived 
there for 16-20 years, and 14% lived there over 20 
years.  

43% live next to Presidio of Monterey, 14% live near 
Defense Manpower Data Center Monterey Bay, and 
14% live near Naval Support Activity Monterey. The 
remaining is unsure.   

29% live within 1 mile of a military installation, 29% are 
1-5 miles from a military installation, and the remaining 
is more than 10 miles or unsure how far they live.  
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57% feel that the military facility in their region has a 
positive impact of the community and quality of life. 
43% have no opinion. 

29% characterize the military facilities’ outreach and 
communication as very good, 14% think it’s good, and 
14% think it’s poor; however, 43% have no opinion.   

57% think there is very positive relationship between the 
military facility and the community, 14% think it is 
positive, but 29% have no opinion. 

71% do not know who to call when they have 
questions or concerns about the military, and 
29% do. Those who know who to contact, 

would contact: Presidio of Monterey Public Affairs 
Office.  

29% get their information about the military from 
someone who works in the military, 29% get it from 
discussions within the community, and 29% do not 
know where to find this kind of information. 13% get 
information from newspapers, radio, or television.  

58% think the military has a substantial economic 
contribution, 14% think it’s substantial, 14% think it’s 
moderate, and 14% do not know.  

100% do not know if there are development 
pressures around military installation; 
however, the types of development that are 

occurring are single family and multi-family residential, 
commercial retail, and school/institutional. While some 
areas around the military installations are mostly built 
out, there is also potential for development pressure 
related to infill.  

50% notice noise coming from military 
installations, but it’s not disruptive, and 
another 50% do not experience noise at all. 
This noise is heard mostly taps and bugle calls, mostly 
weekdays during the day or it varies. 

43% do not experience traffic congestion by 
the military facilities, but 29% experience 
traffic on by the Presidio of Monterey, 14% 
by Naval Support Activity Monterey, and 14% on 
Highway 1. 

83% do not think that the proximity of military facilities 
generates safety or safety concerns, but 17% is unsure.  

Participants think that the military facilities 
have a positive impact on natural resources, 
species habitat, and water availability.  

57% do not think that housing is a concern 
relative to the military’s presence and 
activities, 14% think that housing affordability 
is a concern, and 14% think housing availability is a 
concern.  
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Central Coast Questionnaire Responses  
The following are the results from 4 responses to the 
questionnaire. 

Those who filled out the Central Coast questionnaire 
lived in Paso Robles or another part of San Luis 
Obispo County.  

 
Questionnaire responses for where participants live in the 
Central Coast area. 

50% have lived in the region for over 20 years, 25% 
have lived in the region for 11-15 years, and another 
25% have lived there for 6-10 years.  

Half of the participants live next to Fort Hunter Liggett 
and half live closer to Camp Roberts.  

75% live more than 10 miles from a military 
installation and 25% live 6-10 miles from a military 
facility.  

75% feel that the military has a positive impact of the 
community and quality of life. 25% have mixed 
feelings about the presence of the military. 

50% characterize the military’s outreach 
and communication as good and 50% 
character it as average 

50% think there is positive relationship between the 
military and the community, 50% think it is somewhat 
positive 

Half of the participants know who to call when they 
have questions or concerns about the military, but half 
do not. Those who know who to contact, would 
contact: Range Control or the Public Affairs Officer.  

50% get their information about the military from 
social media, 25% get it from their workplace in the 
military, and 25% do not know where to find this 
kind of information.  

75% do not know how the military impacts the local 
economy, but 25% think the military has a substantial 
contribution. 

25% think there are development pressures 
around Camp Roberts Maneuver Training 
Center, related to single-family residential 
development. 75% do not know if there is 
development pressure.  

50% notice noise coming from military 
installations, but it’s not disruptive. 25% 
hear noise that is mildly disruptive, and 
35% do not experience noise at all. The noise that is 
heard is aircraft overflight and weapons detonations, 
which is heard mostly weekdays during the day, with 
some noise heard weekdays at night, and weekends 
during the day. 

75% do not experience traffic congestion 
by military facilities, but 25% experience 
traffic on Jolon Road by Fort Hunter Liggett. 

75% do not think that the proximity of 
military facilities generates safety or safety 
concerns, but 25% is unsure.  

75% think military facilities both positively and 
negatively impact natural resources and species 
habitat, but 25% think there is no impact.  

75% do not think that housing is a concern 
relative to the military’s presence and 
activities, and 25% are unsure.   
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IDPlaces 
IDPlaces is an interactive map in which participants 
can pinpoint geographical areas where they are 
experiencing compatibility issues or concerns. 
Participants could specify which of the 25 
compatibility factors their concern related to. The 
compatibility factors that were identified as concerns 
through IDPlaces included: Biological Resources, 
Cultural Resources, Housing, Infrastructure, Noise, 
Public Trespassing, roadway congestion, and 
resiliency related to wildfire.  

 
IDPlace responses in the Monterey Bay 

 
IDPlace responses in the Central Coast 

 

Table 1 describes the concerns that participants had 
with these compatibility topics.  

Table 1. IDPlaces Comments by Factor  
Factor Comment or Concern 
Monterey Bay 

Biological 
Resources 

Threatened and endangered species 
and habitat on Naval Support Activity 
Monterey 

Cultural 
Resources 

Cultural resources on the Presidio of 
Monterey 

Infrastructure Aging wharfs in the Monterey Bay 

Noise Approach and departure noise at the 
Monterey Regional Airport 

Public 
Trespassing 

Encampments near Naval Support 
Activity Monterey 

Roadway 
Congestion 

Traffic congestion on Lighthouse 
Avenue, left turn lane on Del Monte 
Avenue, Highway 1 by Naval Support 
Activity Monterey, southbound lanes on 
Highway 1 in Seaside 

Central Coast 

Biological 
Resources 

Biological resources on Fort Hunter 
Liggett 

Cultural 
Resources 

Cultural resources outside of Fort 
Hunter Liggett. 

Housing  Housing on Fort Hunter Liggett 

Wildfire Wildfire concerns on Fort Hunter Liggett 

Note: Comments received as of June 15, 2022 from IDPlaces. 
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Major Themes 
The following are themes that arose throughout the 
exercise responses in the open house.  

 Roadway congestion around military 
installations in Monterey Bay is a concern 

 Roadway conditions around military installations 
in the Central Coast is a concern 

 There is need for improved communication 
between the community and military 
installations in both geographic study areas 
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